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to understand it. For if this doctrine
contained nothing" more than is seen in it
by its assailants inside and outside the
churches, if it were in its true meaning as
repellent to the conscience and the intellect
as it is found to be by many thoughtful
Christians, then it could not possibly have
exercised over the minds and hearts of
men a compelling fascination, nor could
it have been the root of heroic self-
surrenders, of touching and pathetic
examples of self-sacrifice in the service
of man. Something more there must be
in it than lies on the surface, some hidden
kernel of life which has nourished those
who have drawn from it their inspiration.
In studying it as one of the Lesser
Mysteries we shall find the hidden life
which these noble ones have unconsciously
absorbed, these souls which were so at one
with that life that the form in which it was
veiled could not repel them.

When we come to study it as one of the
Lesser Mysteries, we shall feel that for its
understanding some spiritual development-
is needed, some opening of the inner eyes.
To grasp it requires that its spirit should